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Ourwork extends beyond the medicines we create. 
Together, we're working to improve health and access to 
life-saving medicines in our local communities and around 

the globe. Through partnerships and our signature volunteer 
programs, we aim to identify and promote successful solutions 


to health issues that can be scaled and replicated to make life better 
for people here at home and around theworld. 


Learn more about our commitment to local communities 
and people everywhere at Lilly.com. 


Me 


From The Desk of 
Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


“As every man hath received the gift, even so minister 
the same one to another, as good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God.” 


~l Peter 4:10~ 
Greetings Dear TWT Readers: 


Greetings to each of you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As we embark upon 
another beautiful season of summer, I am yet standing on our declared 2019 theme, that “God’s 
Unlimited Power Makes Unlimited Accomplishments Possible”. 1 hope that by now, this declaration 
has seeped into your spirits and that by faith, you have applied this encouraging word to areas in 
your life that previously seemed impossible. For we know that in our own human limitation, we 
can do little. However, with the limitless ability of the Almighty’s magnificent power, we are able 
to exceed and defy all human capacity. 


In this issue of The Whole Truth, we extend richly deserved accolades to our emeritus General Board 
members — Bishop Wilburn Wyatt Hamilton and Bishop Roy Lawrence Hailey Winbush. We are 
abundantly grateful for their cherished service, contribution and commitment to the Church of God 
in Christ. This issue also gives special preview to the upcoming Church of God in Christ celebration 
of 50 years in Japan; what a glorious feat! 


We sincerely pray for great success for the 2019 Auxiliaries in Ministry (AIM) convention as it 
commences in Tampa, Florida. Every Church of God in Christ convention is an opportunity to 
share with and learn from one another. In this manner, we continue the legacy of our great church 
while edifying the Body of Christ as a whole. We hope that each and every attendee would be 
inspired from the classes, services and fellowship of AIM 2019, to continue meaningful ministry 
in their local churches, jurisdictions and places of dwelling. 


May your lives be enriched and fulfilled is my prayer. 
In His Service, 


U42.< bat 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 

Presiding Bishop 

Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 
/ The Seventh In Succession 
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FAITH OVER FEAR 


Bishop Charles Harrison Mason & 
the Church of God in Christ 


by Dr. Mable Springfield Scott, Ph. D. 


Do you know what they all 
have in common? 


: Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
Final Sermon 

- Emmett Till 

« Malcolm X 

- Assemblies of God 

: Southern Sharecroppers 

: FBI 

- Paul Robeson 

« Mahalia Jackson 

- Rosetta Thorpe 


Find out in Faith Over Fear! 


“When the lady started crying and gave her life to the Lord at my first 


book signing | realized God touches lives when we follow His lead.” 


—Dr. Mable Springfield Scott 


“This book evolved from my Ph.D. dissertation on crisis management 


and sharecroppers transitioning from slavery to segregation to 
sustainability utilizing Biblical principles.” 


—Dr. Mable Springfield Scott 


Buy Your Book Now: Amen Communications, Inc. 
Barnes&NobleBooks.com PO. Box 3482 
AmazonBooks.com Eden, NC 27288 


Church of God in Christ Publishing 
Call Toll Free 1-877-746-8578 
ablemablel.com 


All book proceeds support 501.c.3 


motivational outreach. 


Join Able Mable, for “FAITH OVER FEAR,” 

every Sunday, 10:30am-llam,on Rockingham 
County Radio: 1490 WLOE-Eden, Reidsville& | 
Wentworth; 1420 WMYN-Madison, Mayodan | 
& Stoneville; or download free app: 
http://www.wloewmyn.com 
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Book presentations/lectures with author: 
drmables@gmail.com 
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LETTER from 


Privileged to Serve! 


Dear TWT Readers: 


Welcome to the 2019 summer edition of TWT, where we count it a true honor to serve the Body 
of Christ through journalistic ministry. In the day and age in which we live, we recognize that it 
is indeed a privilege to be able to freely spread and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ; we never 
want to take the opportunity lightly. As always, we pray that each and every reader would be 
thoroughly encouraged by The Whole Truth magazine, and we invite you to share the content 
that inspires you with someone else. Pass it on! 


Our summer edition is always a salute to the amazing Auxiliaries in Ministry (AIM) convention 
that continues to flourish by offering relevant sessions and events that resonate with the Lord’s 
people. TWT was blessed to catch up with AIM President Benjamin Stephens for a brief review 
of the newest happenings during AIM 2019. Take a look at what’s in store! We also pay spe- 
cial tribute to 2 emeritus General Board members in this edition — Bishop W.W. Hamilton and 
Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush. We are yet grateful for their esteemed contributions to our Church. 
Additionally, we outline the guidelines for our latest venture to recognize and honor 40 young 
leaders under the age of 40 who are purposefully and positively impacting the Kingdom of God. 
If you know of someone under the age of 40 who is exemplarily leading by example, check out 
the “40 Under 40 Awards” article to find out how you can cast a nomination on their behalf. 


We pray that the Son shines brightly upon each of your lives this summer, and for the remainder 


of this year. Many thanks for your continued support of the Church of God in Christ through 
The Whole Truth magazine. 


His Best to You, 


try 0. 


April E. Quillen 
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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will Jay 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends Bi 
of the earth.” (Acts 1:8 NIV) 


Jesus promised that believers would carry the Spirit-regenerating Gospel 
| throughout the world, after the Holy Ghost had come on them. On the 
| | Day of Pentecost, the Church was born and this word began to be fulfilled M 
| in the early Church in Jerusalem. Two thousand years later, God renewed - Bei, 
| the promise of Acts when He called out Bishop Charles Harrison Mason and pa 
gave him the vision for the Church of God in Christ (COGIC). IC 


Buchanan was consecrated —as 
as bishop and prelate of the Ja 
Japan COGIC Jurisdiction. Cc 


| Believers saw 
i the vision expressed by 


q Bishop Mason in the 


late 1890s, joined in 
this new movement that 
would become known 
as COGIC, and began 
spreading the Gospel 
around the world. For 
more than 100 years 
now, Spirit-filled believers of 
COGIC have accepted the call 

to witness throughout the world. 
The Holy Spirit has dispersed the 
saints around the globe sharing the 
sin-destroying, life-giving power 
of the Gospel. Today, COGIC is 
represented in nearly 200 countries 
around the world, and one of the 
countries in which God deposited 
His workmen is Japan. 

Minister Archie Buchanan 
was ordained an elder in 1955 in 
St. Louis, Missouri. Elder Bu- 
chanan was also an enlisted mem- 
ber in the United States Air Force. 


12) THEWHOLETRUTH 


When the Air Force assigned Elder 
Buchanan to Kadena Air Base in 
Okinawa, Japan, the Lord had an 
assignment for him there as well. 
In 1967, Elder Buchanan officially 
organized COGIC’s presence in 
Japan. In November 1970, Bu- 
chanan was designated overseer 
of the Ryukyu Islands, the island 
chain in southern Japan. In May 
1971, Overseer Buchanan retired 
from the United States Air Force 
and established residence in 
Okinawa, Japan. On November 
15, 1976 in Memphis, Tennessee, 


Bishop Buchanan 
was a true statesman in 
the Lord’s church. He 
was the face of COGIC in 


enthusiasm and gusto. He 
was unyielding in his de- 


fense of the denomination’s 


doctrine and served as its cham- 
pion through nearly four decades 
of ministry and service. Bishop 
Buchanan was known as a Bible 
teacher of meaningful substance. 
He believed wholeheartedly in 
the combination of education and 
salvation. He often said, “Get 
your learning, but don’t lose your 
burning!” 

Through the decades, 
Bishop Buchanan oversaw the es- 
tablishment of numerous churches 
and started two Bible schools 
in Japan. In May 2004, Bishop 


Japan and represented with 


the 


nd 
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Buchanan fell ill and did not 
make a full recovery. Yet even 
in his illness, the Spirit moved 
through him. He was unable to 
communicate with others, but, in 
a surreal manner, he spoke of the 
things of God. 

In November 2004, 
the mantle of leadership of the 
Japan Jurisdiction was passed to 
Bishop Carl D. Hodges. Bishop 
Buchanan ended his earthly 
journey in December 2004. 
Bishop Hodges had arrived in 
Japan in 1989 as an enlisted 
member in the United States 
Marine Corps. After assisting 
Elder John Bivins, the founding 
pastor of Greater Friendly COG- 
IC in Okinawa, Bishop Buchan- 
an appointed then Elder Hodges 
as Greater Friendly’s pastor in 
May 1992. Bishop Buchanan 
also appointed Pastor Hodges 
as a district superintendent in 
January 2004. At the 2004 Holy 
Convocation in Memphis, the 
General Board emeritized Bish- 
op Buchanan and designated 
Superintendent Hodges as the 
next Bishop of Japan. Bishop 
Hodges was consecrated to the 
Bishopric in June 2005. The 
Chief Officiant was Bishop Earl 
J. Wright, a mentor and gospel 
father to Bishop Hodges. In the 
last 50 years, COGIC ministry 
in Japan has functioned as a 
jurisdiction and a mission. Min- 
istry has not been provided in a 
traditional manner. Since day 
one of Japan’s COGIC history, 
God has used the United States 
military as a vehicle to transition 
His servants and messengers in 
and out of Japan. Most of the 
Japan Jurisdiction’s ministers and 
workers have been active duty 
military service men and women, 
or their spouses and family mem- 


JESUS” 


1S has” 


bers. One may ask, ‘How can 

you be saved and in the military?’ 
However, these servants have in 
turn asked, ‘How can one be in the 
military and NOT be saved?’ 


The Japan Jurisdiction 
covers the entire country of 
Japan and its citizenry of ap- 
proximately 170 million people. 
In the last 50 years, the Japan 
Jurisdiction has known only two 
prelates: Bishop Archie Bu- 
chanan (1970-2004); and Bishop 
Carl D. Hodges (2004 to pres- 
ent). Bishop Buchanan’s wife, 
Mother Hisako Suzuki-Bu- 
chanan, served for many years 
as the ex-officio leader of the 
jurisdiction’s Women’s Depart- 
ment. However, the jurisdiction 
has enjoyed the services of four 
officially appointed and installed 
Women’s Department supervi- 
sors: Mother Gloria Holiday, 
Mother Sharon Barnes, Mother 
Robin Wright, and the current 
supervisor, Mother Regina 
Shepard. Since the Church of 
God in Christ presence was es- 
tablished in Japan over 50 years 
ago, the Japan Jurisdiction has 
birthed many churches (in Japan 
and the United States), bishops, 
pastors, evangelists, ministers, 
missionaries and servants in ev- 
ery capacity of Kingdom work. 

In June 2020, the Japan 
Jurisdiction will celebrate 50 
years of Spirit-led ministry. We 
desire your prayers and support 
in our efforts to render worthy 
honor to God Almighty for His 
grace and the work He has done 
through and in the Church of 
God in Christ Japan Jurisdiction. 
To God be the glory! 

Interest in Japan’s 
50-year celebration may be 
addressed to Bishop Carl D. 
Hodges at cdhodges@hotmail. 
com. TWT 


Bishop Carl D. Hodges serves as prelate 
of the Japan Jurisdiction, Church of God in 
Christ, Inc. 
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PURPOSED TO INSPIRE AND INFORM COGIC 
READERS AND CHRISTIANS EVERYWHERE 


Since 1895 


By Evangelist Missionary Queen ESTS@aianiiaS 


There is a generation of young men and women under 40 years Of gunna 
the Church of God in Christ (COGIC) making headlines and changing the worteugme 
Opportunity at a time. As a result, The Whole Truth will honor 40 of these young leaders 
as recipients of the Forty Under 40 Awards. If you know a young man or woman who 
is praying, praising, learning, writing, volunteering, serving, texting and tweeting their 
way to success in business, their church and community, please recognize them by 
submitting a nomination on their behalf TODAY at www.cogic.org. 


Winners will be featured in the special issue of The Whole Truth (November 2019). 
Please email TWT staff at twtads@cogic.org for questions or additional information. 
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 


SELECTION PROCESS 


Name, Title, Address, City, State, Zip, Phone, Cell, Email, Age, Birthday, 
Industry, Years in business or length of employment. 


NOMINATOR’S INFORMATION: 
Nominators’ Full Name, Title, Address, City, State, Zip, Phone, Cell, Email. 


Deadline for nominations is Friday, July 12,2019 at 11:59 pm (Eastern Time). 
TWT 


Queen E. Phillips is a licensed evangelist missionary, published author, CWC curriculum writer, and ministry 
leader at Mt. Rose COGIC, Crosby, TX, Dr. Ron Eagleton, senior pastor; Texas Greater Southeast First 
Jurisdiction, Bishop Johnny A. Tates. Connect with Queen at www.majesticpublications.com 


CRU aNeNRR! 


AUXILIARIES IN MINISTRY 
— Church of God in Christ 


Catching Up with 
Superintendent 

Benjamin Stephens Ill, D. Min 
International Youth Department , 


President 
By Wesley Lambert 


BARE 


The widely popular summer 
convention of the Church of God 
in Christ - Auxiliaries in Ministry 
(AIM)—is finally here! Hosted in 
the beautiful city of Tampa, Florida, 
the convention is replete with 
exciting activities and opportunities, 
especially for COGIC youth and 
members involved in church auxiliary 
ministries. To learn more about all 
that AIM 2019 has in store for its 
attendees this year, The Whole Truth 
caught up with Dr. Benjamin Stephens, 
President of the International Youth 


Department (IYD). 
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Dr. Stephens: The Inter- 
national Youth Department is 
excited about AIM 2019 in 


~ ] Aw es 


Tampa, Florida; some very exciting 


activities and events have been 


crafted for our youth and young 
adults. The following are a few of 


our newest initiatives: 


MENT OPPOrcuNities TOr a 


Dr. Stephens: The Interna- 
tional Youth Department has a 
commission to minister and 
undergird those between the 
ages of |2 — 35 in the Church 
of God in Christ. The mission 
is to make sure that they are 
spiritually engaged and encour- 
aged to pursue a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. We provide 
classes, worship experiences, 
and spiritual opportunities for 
them to not only enjoy Christ, 
but to fellowship with other 
young disciples in the process. 
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Teen Talk -— a new initiative where professional 
counselors and therapists will engage the youth in 
dialogue surrounding some very real issues that they 
are currently facing. 


John Madden/NBA2K 


Tournament -— this tournament will offer 
fun-filled video game play for the week and towards 
the week’s end, there will be a fierce competition 
with the winner receiving a CASH ($$) prize! 


PROMotion Celebration -— Class of 
2019 — the youth will enjoy a banquet created for 
all high school juniors and seniors to celebrate their 
graduation. Often, COGIC children are not permitted 
to attend secular proms. PROMotion Celebration 
is therefore a wonderful outlet and celebration in 
their honor, Christian-style. 


| 
| 
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TWT: Lastly Dr. Stephens, what 
advice do you have for those 
wanting to get more involved in 
your specific ministry? 


TW 


For more information, anyone 
can find us on the web at 
www.cogic.org/iyd or email us 
at iyd@cogic.org. 


TWT: TWT would like to 
extend prayers for a tremendously 
successful, Spirit-filled AIM 2019 
convention. Blessings in Tampa, 


Florida! 


Wesley Lambert, COGIC Public Relations 
staff writer serves as a Public Affairs 


Specialist with the U.S. Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency in Atlanta, Georgia. He also 
serves as a deacon and Director of Creative 
Services for his local church, Greater Com- 
munity COGIC in Marietta, Georgia under 
the leadership of Pastor Matthew 

L. Brown, Th.D. 
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NEW CD—*“WORTHY” 
By Antoinette Harris 


Recording Artist’ Choir Director 
EXTRAORDINAIRE 


By Evangelist Missionary Marion McNair 


"One of the greatest honors in my broadcasting career is to play my sister’s CD 
_ on my radio shows. She is one of the greatest choir directors I’ve ever seen 


who knows music theory. She is the best!” —Bro. Steve Harris 


u miss the old-time way, where foot-stomping, hand-clapping, Holy Ghost-filled preaching 
nted singing usher you into the presence of God, look no further than Greater Harvard 
ch of God in Christ in Cleveland, Ohio, where Choir Director Antoinette Harris 
es. Her new CD “Worthy” will make you put your dancing shoes on. 

Ye s Lord, The Church of God in Christ is in the house! 


c 0} God i in Christ Pentecostal tradition, Antoinette’s mission in life is to © 
“Tn all I Sey and do, I want to make the Lord proud of me.” Antoinette 
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HARRIS: I’m a 3rd 
generation member of 
this great Church of 
God in Christ. I was 
saved, sanctified, and 
filled with the Holy 
Ghost at an early age. 
I’m a member of the 
Greater Harvard 
Avenue Church of 
God in Christ 
(Cleveland, OH) 
where my Pastor is Dr. Supt. 
Wardell W. Harris (who is also my 
Dad). I also serve there as Minister 
of Music and District Minister of 
Music of the Cleveland District 
(Ohio Northwest). Our District 
Missionary is Miss’y Marlene 
Whitthorne, under the leadership 
of Supt. Wardell W. Harris. Our 
Jurisdictional Prelate is Bishop 
Clifford L. Kimbrough Jr. Our 
Jurisdictional Supervisor is Moth- 
er Blondean Nelson Jones. Ohio 
Northwest is our Jurisdiction. I 
have one sibling who is the infa- 
mous “Brother Steve” Harris. 


TWT: How did you get started in 
HARRIS: When I was born, my 
mother, First Lady Ora L. Harris, 
asked the Lord to give me some- 
thing special because I would need 
it, and He honored her request by 
instilling in me the gift of music. 
When I was 7, my parents bought 
me a piano and told me I was going 
to play it. I studied piano and theory. 
Over the years I found singers and 
would put them together in groups 
to sing everywhere. Years later 

the Lord called my father to be a 
pastor and guess who “instantly” 
became the church organist? ME. 


When you’re a preacher’s kid and 
the church musician, you’re kind 
of responsible for putting together 
choirs and keeping them going. 


TWT: 


HARRIS: [ would say my mom 
inspired me the most. She used to 
direct and sing in the choir, and I 
would always watch her. Later, I 
would go home and practice direct- 
ing in the mirror. Another person 
who greatly inspired me was the 
late Dr. Mattie Moss Clark; she 
used to come to Cleveland and 

do music workshops. My parents 
always made sure my brother and 
I went and participated. I would 
always try to sit on the front row 
just so I could watch and learn 
from Dr. Clark. I would emulate 
her and, eventually, developed my 
own style of directing. 


music, directing and singing. I 
used to tell myself that one day 

I was going to record a CD—and 
that was it. About 30 years later, 
I met someone by the name of 
Mother Judy Hines. She came to 
run a revival at our church, and I 


volunteered to be 
her driver/adju- 
tant for the week 
(WHAT WAS I 
THINKING?) 
During the revival, 
she told me that 

the Lord sent her to 
Cleveland for ME 
and that if I didn’t 
do something with 
my music—that 

He gave me—the 
outcome would not 
be good. Needless 
to say, I immediate- 
ly put a plan in action and began 
working hard on this project. 

The name of the CD is 
titled, “Worthy, Antoinette Harris 
and Friends.” Worthy is churchy. 
It’s a compilation of songs I’ve 
written and directed. The title 
track is sung by one of my dearest 
friends, Sister Danielle C. Barnes. 
The CD is also a family affair. My 
mother is the lead soloist on the 
Church Medley, “I’m a Soldier.” 
My father does the Opening 
Prayer. My brother is the announcer. 
Another friend, since age 14, is 
Evangelist Brenda Shorts. She 
sings, “I Will Come Again.” A 
friend, who is like a brother to me, 
is Elder Timothy B. James. He 
leads “Will You Be Ready?” The 
pianist is the late Legendary Evan- 
gelist Jean Jackson of Cleveland. 
The organist is the virtuoso Bishop 
Stephen M. Gulley. 


HARRIS: The song “He Knows, 
He Cares” is a personal testimo- 
ny. There was a time in my life 
when I was surrounded by chaos 
and confusion. One day I asked 
the Lord, ‘Don’t you see me down 
here dealing with this and that?’ 
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He clearly spoke to me and said, ‘I 
see, I know, and I care.’ So, what- 
ever you may be going through, 
just remember Jesus knows and 
cares. 

TWT: Psalm 37:23 (NKJV): 


cer a ae 
The Steps of a is, Man are 


a a } ¢ TfoRn ”? oy a7) 
ordered by the LORD...” Can you 


1 time and/or place e when 
your cal Me ng became clear to you? 
HARRIS: My calling became 
clear to me after I had gone 
through several MAJOR 
setbacks and disappoint- 
ments. I was ready to throw 
it all away and quit working 
on this project. A friend 

of mine, who is now my 
producer, Min. Phillip K. 
Jones II, came to me and 
said, “Let’s just scratch 

the whole thing, start over 
and do this the right way.” 
Thank God for his vision 
and how he could see what 
I couldn’t. So, we started 
all over, and I know that 


God had His hand in this. 
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HARRIS: Nese Anan I 
feel that as the choir direc- 
tor, minister of music, you 
have to know the heartbeat 
of your leader. Everything 
has to be Spirit-led, including the 
choir and the music ministry. You 
also have to be spiritually sensitive 
to follow the leading of the Lord 
and your pastor. 
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HARRIS: How I see eect in 
the future as it pertains to my next 
project is, I’m more knowledge- 
able and a little more secure with 
stepping out in faith. I want to 
write songs that please and honor 
God. I see myself putting out more 
CD Projects. I’m not trying to be 
super famous; I just want to make 
the Lord proud of me and operate 
in the gift He gave me. 


re endeavr O} 
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HARRIS: I would say to them to 
never give up on your dreams and 
goals. Remain active in your local 
assemblies and be faithful to God. 
Keep pushing towards your goals. 


<i ee ‘ 
Rae 


In God’s timing, He’ll bring it to 
pass. 


HARRIS: Saints and friends can 
purchase my CD on the digital 
outlets. CD BABY, Google, Spotify, 
and iTunes; | have hard copies 

as well. I’m also on Facebook as 
‘Antoinette Harris.” My website is 
www.antoinetteharris.com, 
or you can contact me at: 
Antoinette Harris, Greater 
Harvard Avenue Church 

of God in Christ, 4086 E 
13 1st St, Cleveland, OH 
44105 


HARRIS: I just want to 
thank God, first and fore- 
most, for this amazing 
opportunity to be featured 
in The Whole Truth mag- 
azine. I’m not sure how 

I got here, but I’m so 
honored, humbled and 
grateful. Thank you to my 
family, Dr. Wardell, and 
Mother Ora Harris, and my 
infamous brother, “Brother 
Steve,” for all of your love, 
support and prayers. Thank 
you to the bishops, editor, 
and writers. God bless our 
Presiding Bishop, Bishop 
Charles E. Blake, Sr. and First 
Lady, Lady Mae Blake, and all the 
wonderful saints of the CHURCH 
OF GOD IN CHRIST. TWT 


Marion McNair is an Evangelist-Missionary 
at West Angeles COGIC (Los Angeles, 
CA) where she sings in the Mass Choir. 
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Bishops Orzo Thurston Jones, 
James Oglethorpe Patterson, Louis Henry 
Ford, Chandler David Owens, Gilbert Earl 
Patterson and our current Presiding Bishop 
and Chief Apostle, Bishop Charles Edward 
Blake, Sr. have provided divinely-inspired 
leadership since Bishop Mason’s passing. 
Similarly, we cannot forget those who have 
led the Department of Women and served 
alongside these great men: Mothers Lizzie 
Robinson, Lillian Brooks Coffey, Annie 
L. Bailey, Mattie McGlothen, Emma F. 
Crouch, Willie 
Mae Rivers 
(General 
Supervisor 
Emeritus) and 
our current 
General 
Supervisor 
of the De- 
partment 
of Women, 
Dr. Barbara Ne 
McCoo Lewis, 
have provided 
programs to advance and lead women into 
the service and life of our great church. 

No one man can do it all...not even 
Bishop Charles Harrison Mason. As such, 
Bishop Mason established hierarchical 
leadership early in his ministry. The top of 
this tiered form of leadership was originally 
referred to as state overseer, then state 


bishop, and eventually as jurisdictional 
bishop or prelate. From the quorum of 
jurisdictional prelates, since 1968 and every 
four years thereafter, we select a special 
group of men who comprise the General 
Board. This is the highest board in our 
church and serves as the Board of Directors. 
The original General Board members 
included: Bishops J.O. Patterson, J.S. 
Bailey, S.M. Crouch, W.N. Wells, L.H. 
Ford, O.M. Kelly, C.E. Bennett, J.A. 
Blake, J.W. White, D.L. Williams, F.D. 
Washington 
and J.D. Hus- 
band. Every 
four years 
(presidential 
election years) 
twelve distin- 
guished men 
are seated as 
members of 
the General 
Board. 

Men who 
have served on 
the General Board can request to become 
emeritus members of the board. We want 
to remember, with great fondness, the 
labor of love of those who have served. 
Presently, we have two emeritus members 
of the General Board who deserve honor 
and recognition. Be blessed as TWT briefly 
shares their wonderful stories: 
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Born in 
San Antonio, 
Texas, Bishop 
Hamilton is the 
son of Bishop E.E. 
Hamilton who was 
the founding 
bishop of the California Northwest 
Jurisdiction and founded the Hamilton 
Memorial Church of God In Christ in 
San Francisco. Bishop W.W. Hamilton 
became the prelate of the California 
Northwest Jurisdiction in 1987 and 
served until 2015. Bishop J.O. Patterson 
also appointed Bishop W.W. Hamilton 
as pastor of Victory Temple Church of 
God in Christ in 1980. In 1984, Bishop 
Hamilton led Victory Temple into a new 
$25 million-dollar edifice — debt free. 
Surrounding Victory Temple is housing 
valued at $15 million. The church also 
offers abundant resources for seniors and 
families. 

Bishop Hamilton, along with his 
late wife Joy Helena, served in many 
state and national offices throughout his 
long and successful ministry: COGIC 
General Secretary, 
1990-2000 and 
General Board 
Member, from 2000 


until his retirement in 
2008. He also served 
as secretary of the 
General Board for a 
number of years. 

In addition to a 
successful ministry 
career, Bishop Hamilton served as exec- 
utive director of the San Francisco Rede- 
velopment Agency for ten years when he 
provided leadership for programming with 
a budget of $2.5 billion dollars. 

Bishop Hamilton holds an associate 
of Arts degree from San Francisco City 
College, a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Social Science from Simpson College, 

a Master of Business Administration 
Degree from Golden Gate University and 
a Doctor of Divinity Degree from Simpson 
College. Bishop Hamilton was married 
to the late Evangelist Dr. Joy Helena 
Hamilton for 45 years, a gifted teacher 
and minister of the gospel. He and Lady 
Joy were blessed with four children: 
Sharyn Marie, Tom Jack, Maryvn Stanley 


and Helena Joy. 

The Church of God In Christ 
joyfully celebrates 
the life and legacy 
of Bishop Wilburn 
Wyatt Hamilton. 
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Bishop Roy 
Lawrence Hailey 
Winbush was born 
in Crowley, Lou- 
isiana to the late 
Reverend LeRoy 
and Olivia Simon 
Winbush. He gradu- 


ated as valedictorian from Crowley Public 


Schools and matriculated to Southern 


University in Baton Rouge, graduating with 


honors. He received a Master of Divinity 
from New Orleans Baptist Theological 


Seminary and a Doctorate of Divinity from 


the C.H. Mason Theological Seminary in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Additionally, Bishop 


Winbush was honored with two honorary 


doctorates, along with numerous other 


awards and scholarships. Furthermore, he 
served with distinction in the United States 


Army with an assignment in Korea and 
received the American Legion Award. 
Bishop Winbush is the celebrated 


_pastor-emeritus of the Gethsemane Church 


of God in Christ in Lafayette, Louisiana. 


He served numerous years at Gethsemane 


and is now succeeded by Bishop Alton 
Gatlin (his son-in-love). Winbush served 


as prelate of the First Ecclesiastical Juris- 


diction of Louisiana from 
1983-2017. 

Bishop Winbush 
has a successful ministry 
outside of COGIC serving 
as the past chairman of 
the Congress of National 
Black Churches, which is 
comprised of eight major 
denominations, 65,000 
churches and 19 million 
members. He is also a 
former member and chair- 


man of the Board 
of Trustees of the 
Interdenominational 
Theological Center 
(EC): 

In the Church 
of God in Christ, 
both Bishop Winbush 
and his lovely wife, Dr. Mae C. Winbush, 
have left their spiritual handprint on so 
many of the ministries of the Church, 
including: 

e General Board Member (currently 

General Board Member emeritus) 

Editor-in-Chief, Sunday School 

Quarterlies 

President of the National Publishing 

Board 

Curriculum Director, Charles Harrison 

Mason System of Bible Colleges 

¢ Board Chair, C.H. Mason Theological 
Seminary 

¢ Organizer and first Chairman, United 
National Auxiliary Convention (now AIM) 

e Chairman, Saints Center Board 

e Organizer and President, COGIC 

Bookstore 

Executive Editor and Producer, COGIC 

Hymnal, Yes Lord! 

Bishop Roy L.H. 
Winbush is happily married 
to Dr. Mae C. Winbush, 
the father of two daughters 
and grandfather of five. 

The Church of 
God In Christ pauses to 
thank God for the service 
and ministry of Bishop 
Roy Lawrence Hailey 
Winbush. To God be the 
Glory! 
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Elder David-George Newsome currently resides in San Diego, California and is a member of the 

St. Stephen’s Cathedral Church of God In Christ where Bishop George Dallas McKinney is the Senior 
Pastor and Founder. He is happily married to Evangelist Melba White Newsome, the father of two: 
James Timothy (Shantelle) and JaMel Tlois, and the grandfather of three: JaMilah, Zion and Journee. 
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with ILLINOIS FIRST ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION 


By Sonya D. Bradford 


“When 
you look at vari- 
ous churches and 
jurisdictions, the 
traditional model 
of Sunday School 
has died,” Elder 
Michael Payton, Illinois First Jurisdiction’s Sunday 
School Superintendent, grimly states. “By summa- 
tion, it was a slow and painful death. The cause? 
Blunt force trauma. For so long, Sunday School has 
been pounded by poor attendance, slashed in favor 
of streamlined and contemporary services, licked 
by lectures versus student engagement, asphyxiated 
by inadequate teacher training and preparation, dead- 
ened by debate, and the list goes on. Some causes of 
death may not be intentional, but they certainly are 
preventable!” 

Last October 26th and 27th, 136 “coroners Be 
or registered participants, gathered at New Birth 
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COGIC in Chicago © 
for Illinois First 
Jurisdiction’s 
groundbreaking 
Regional Sunday 
School Conference, — 
The Autopsy ofa 
Dead Sunday School. “The jurisdictional Sunday 
School Department of Illinois First decided that they 
wanted to do something different instead of doing 

a traditional conference,” Elder Payton explained. : 
“They wanted to come up with something radical and — 
creative, out of the box.” Under the leadership of 
Superintendent Elder Michael Payton and Field 
Representative Missionary Mirriam Knox, the Sunday ; 
School Department of Illinois First did just that! 
The ultimate goal of The Autopsy of a Dead Sunday — 
School is “the resurrection of Sunday School,” and _ 
its purpose is to examine the precipitating factors that 
contributed to its present state and avoid its death. 
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On Thursday, 
April 25, 2019, 
the world 
celebrated the 
life of Elder 


Leonard Lovett, 
PhD. 


Dr. Lovett was a public 
theologian and social ethicist, and 
was a Significant figure in theo- 
logical education in Pentecostal 
communities in general, as well as 
in the Church of God in Christ. Dr. 
Lovett was one of the most formally 
educated and professionally trained 
ministers in the Church of God in 
Christ. A student of Saints Junior 
College (Lexington, Mississippi), 
Dr. Lovett received a Bachelor of 
Arts from Morehouse College in 
Atlanta, Georgia (1962); a Master of 
Divinity from Crozier Theological 
Seminary in Chester, Pennsylvania 
(1965); and a Doctor of Philosophy 
in Religion from Emory University 
(1979). Dr. Lovett was a Community 
Organization Research Fellow at 
Bryn Mawr Graduate School of 
Social Research (Bryn Mawr, Penn- 
sylvania, 1970). He also received a 
Certificate in Africana Studies from 
the University of Ghana, Legon 
(1994). Given the various locations 
and institutions where he received 
his formal education for ministry 
and service to the world, it comes as 
no surprise that Dr. Lovett’s think- 
ing and views about religion and 
social ethics was shaped by notable 
educators and clergymen such as Dr. 
Arenia C. Mallory, Dr. Benjamin E. 
Mays, and Bishop O.T. Jones, Jr. 

Dr. Leonard Lovett accepted 
a lifelong commitment to pouring 
into the lives of men and women 
who were eager to obtain a theological 
education and receive training for 
Ministry to the world. This commit- 


ment to helping men and women 
better serve the Body of Christ led 
him to become the pioneering dean 
of the first fully accredited Pentecostal 
Seminary in North America - the 
Charles Harrison Mason Theological 
Seminary at the Interdenominational 
Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia 
(1970). As dean of the Charles H. 
Mason Theological Seminary, Dr. 
Lovett mentored persons who would 
become bishops, scholars, pastors, 
Christian educators, and missionaries 
within the Church of God in Christ. 

Dr. Lovett’s ministry 
demonstrated the teaching of 
Jesus, to love God with our minds 
(Mk 12:30). Dr. Lovett served as a 
former president of the Society for 
Pentecostal Studies, an international 
community of formally trained 
scholars in religion who work 
mainly in Pentecostal and Charis- 
matic traditions (1975). Dr. Lovett’s 
insightful research into Black-Holi- 
ness Pentecostalism earned him the 
honor of being labeled “Father of the 
academic study of Black-Holiness 
Pentecostal thought”. His academic 
scholarship on Black-Holiness Pente- 
costalism appears in publications by 
multiple peer-reviewed presses and 
journals, i.e., Zondervan Publishing 
House, New York University Press, 
and The Journal of the Interdenomi- 
national Theological Center. 

Dr. Lovett not only chal- 
lenged academic communities to 
think about Pentecostalism from an 
Afrocentric perspective, but he also 
integrated formal theological studies 
and ethical reflection into practical 
service to the Body of Christ. He was 
a former board member of Bread for 
the World, an ecumenical Christian 
based organization that works to 
end hunger throughout the world. 

Dr. Lovett served as senior pastor of 
local congregations in the Church of 
God in Christ, and wrote a series of 
books that focused on helping pastors 
improve how they serve the people 
of God. These publications focus on 
evangelism and preaching: Closing 


Your Backdoor as You Widen the 
Front Door of Your Church (1998), 
and Crockpot Preaching (2009). 

Dr. Lovett was a brilliant, 
conscientious activist. He was a board 
member of Interfaith Worker Justice, 
a nonprofit and ecumenical organi- 
zation, which sought to improve the 
rights of working people throughout 
the world. In this vein, Dr. Lovett also 
authored Kingdom Beyond Color 
(2007), a book that explored the 
spiritual roots of racism in American 
society and laid a theological path 
forward in regards to dismantling 
white supremacy in its different 
manifestations. Thus, it comes as no 
surprise that Dr. Lovett was the first 
Ecumenical Officer of the Church of 
God in Christ, and that he served in 
this position for nine years. 

Dr. Lovett loved the Church 
of God in Christ. In his final years 
on earth, he spent enormous amounts 
of time overseeing a project that 
dealt with updating the Official 
Manual of the Church of God in 
Christ. Dr. Lovett’s ministry enriched 
the lives, minds, and spirits of 
millions of persons in our Church of 
God in Christ tradition and the cause 
of Christ worldwide. He was a great 
example of the scholar-preacher-so- 
cial critic in the Pentecostal tradition. 
What a legacy! We will miss him. 
TWT 


Harold V. Bennett is the President-Dean 
of the Charles H. Mason Theological 
Seminary at the Interdenominational 
Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia, 
the official school for graduate theolog- 
ical education in the Church of God in 
Christ. Dr. Bennett received a Doctorate 
of Philosophy in Religion and Ethics 
from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and he is the author of pub- 
lications that explore issues in Biblical 
Exegesis, Hermeneutics, and Ethics. He 
co-hosts with his wife (Valerie Bennett, 
PhD) the Pentecost 4 Life Radio Broadcast, 
a Bible teaching radio ministry that airs 
on Wednesdays from 2:30-3 PM EST on 
WAEC Love 860 AM in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Follow Dr. Bennett on Facebook at “Pen- 
tecost for Life”. 
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under three General Supervisors: 
Mother Mattie McGlothen, Mother 
Emma Crouch and Mother Willie 
Mae Rivers. Dr. Burks fervently 
supported her General Supervisors 
in whatever asked of her. 

Born May 27, 1923 to the 
late Horace and Katie Davis, Dr. 
Burks completed her elementary 
and secondary education in Duncan, 
Mississippi. To further her educa- 
tion, she attended Forest Park 
College, the University of Missouri, 
and Brooks Bible College. Her 
fields of concentration included: 
Business Administration, Mathe- 
matics and Music (piano, voice, 
and directorship). Her husband, 
daughter, and all of her siblings 
preceded Dr. Burks in death. 

Dr. Burks was a faithful 
member of Fountain Temple 
COGIC where Emeritus Superin- 
tendent Nathaniel Smith served as 
pastor. She also served as district 
missionary of the Virgil C. Sharp 
District, w here Dr. Ralph C. Banks 
was her district superintendent and 
Bishop R. J. Ward was her prelate. 

Mother Rosella Burks 
(1982-2016) was the second doc- 
umented national president of the 
District Missionary Unit, appointed 
in 1982 at the recommendation 
of Mother McAdory. Supervisor 


McAdory, the first documented 
national president according to 
the 18th Women’s Convention in 
Miami, FL, where she was pictured 
in the souvenir journal as national 
president of the District Mission- 
ary Unit. The third documented 
national president is Dr. Noma 
Roberson of Amherst, NY 
(2017-Present). 

The International District 
Missionary Unit (DMU) is a 
group within the International 
Department of Women designated 
to address the needs of women 
leaders at the district level in the 
Church of God in Christ. The 
IDMU is organized to help build 
women’s ministries in local 
churches, districts and jurisdictions. 
There are over 7,000 district 
missionaries in the IDMU, which 
includes district missionaries from 
every Church of God in Christ 
jurisdiction in the United States as 
well as our international regions. 

Dr. Burks was a very kind, 
loving and soft-spoken woman, 
but was very adamant about the 
work of the IDMU. She walked 
with an assurance of her call and 
mission. She believed district 
missionaries in the IDMU to be 
unique leaders positioned to serve 
and organize women in district 
work, and to impact the lives of 
many encumbered by the cares of 
this world. Dr. Burks was very 
instrumental in developing new 
district missionaries to become 
teachers. She also encouraged 
the more introverted missionaries 
to become involved. She offered 
classes, taught by various seasoned 
missionaries, to train the new 
ones. Mother Burks successfully 
honored and encouraged the women 
without trophies or plaques. 

As a woman of faith, Dr. 
Burks believed that prayer life 
upholds us. It was told that one 
day, she twisted her ankle but by 
faith, blessed it with oil. The next 


day, she was not even limping. 
Mother Burks also believed 
serving to be a privilege. When 
working with disgruntled people 
she often admonished, “Work on 
your sweetness.” She taught women 
how to work without expecting 
something in return. 

Dr. Burks instituted the 
“Queen of IDMU” and later the 
“Women of Achievement” in 
the Annual District Missionaries 
Luncheon, a special project that 
originated from her talent and labor. 
This luncheon helped provide sup- 
port for the Department of Women 
and our General Supervisor. The 
first luncheon was held at Cook 
Convention Center with approxi- 
mately 500 in attendance. Due to 
exponential growth, the luncheon 
was moved to a facility able to 
hold well over 800 attendees. Dr. 
Burks also held fellowship gather- 
ings where the women could meet 
and greet one another in a more 
relaxed atmosphere after evening 
service. 

“It looks so nice to see 
everyone in their navy blue and 
pink.” Mother Burks loved to see 
the district missionaries assembled 
in their official attire of navy blue 
with a pink corsage. She encour- 
aged all district missionaries to 
wear the official attire on designated 
days during the International 
Women’s Convention and Annual 
Holy Convocation. 

Dr. Burks was among one 
of the greatest women who served 
the Church of God in Christ. A 
woman of diversity, ingenuity, 
given to hospitality, exemplifying 
grace and elegance. She was not 
only a phenomenal woman who 
exemplified enthusiasm, knowledge, 
and ambition, but made a difference 
transforming the lives of people. 

Her career was character- 
ized by leadership and teaching. 
She used her God-given ability to 
teach God’s people, leading them 
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to Christ, and instilling within 
them a “can do” attitude. Some of 
her many accomplishments include: 


¢ A former pastor’s wife; 


¢ Led radio ministry “Joy in 
Jerusalem” for many years; 


e¢ Dean of Christian Education 
Workshop for over 30 years; 


¢ Teacher in Bishop O.T. Jones’ 
Memorial Educational Institute; 


¢ Assigned Assistant Supervisor 
EMF]; 


¢ District Missionary EMF]; 


¢ President of Prayer and Bible 
Band (local church); 


e International President District 
Missionary Unit; 


e Founder of Women of Achieve- 
ment Group; 


e Author of National District 
Missionary Unit Handbook; 


¢ Leadership Guide Book and 
others in COGIC book store; 


¢ Founder, editor and designer of 
National Dinner Book for dinners 
on Friday at the National Convo- 
cation Women’s Day. 


Mother Burks authored 
Leadership Guidebook, Leading 
Women Embrace God’s Wisdom, 
and Newly Appointed District 
Missionary - Need to Know. In her 
honor, the ‘Mother Rosella Burks 
Memorial Scholarship’ was estab- 
lished in November 2017. 
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After Mother Burks’ tran- 
sition to Glory on Friday, 
September 16, 2016, Mother 
Noma Roberson was ap- 
pointed and installed as the 
third president of the Inter- 
national District Missionary 


Unit, Church of God in Christ. 
Dr. Roberson serves in the New 
York Western Second Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction and the Judah District, 
headquartered in Buffalo, NY. Dr. 
Roberson is first lady of Saint’s 
Home COGIC in Buffalo, NY and Prayer Room COGIC in Batavia, NY, 
serving alongside her husband, 

Superintendent Willie C. Roberson. As an evangelist missionary, Dr. 
Roberson has spent more than 40 years in Women’s Ministry and is a 
retired Cancer Research scientist. 

In 2000, Dr. Roberson was introduced to the work of a district 
missionary and served under Dr. Burks’ leadership. A significant contri- 
bution to the International Unit was Dr. Roberson’s authored section in the 
“Role of the New District Missionary” booklet is a significant contribution 
to the International Unit. Under Dr. Burks’ leadership, she also organized 
the “Boosters” for the IDMU that consists of 22 district missionaries repre- 
senting 11 states across the U.S. It was under Dr. Burks’ tutelage that Dr. 
Roberson learned about leadership and character building. 

The IDMU theme of “Retrieve, Revert and Reunite” established 
by Dr. Burks states: 


RETRIEVE: “Let us retrieve, recapture and restore is our aim 
and purpose at all times. We must throw out the lifeline, which 
is the Word of God, that someone may catch hold and be saved” 
(Isaiah 58:12; Galatians 6:1). 


AEVERT: “Let’s go back to the training we once had from our 
pioneers. The first church in the Book of Acts continued steadfast 
in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowshipped with one accord. As 
missionaries and saints of God, we must keep these principles in 
our teachings at all times” (I Corinthians 2:2). 


REUNITE: “Let us get together. For the Bible lets us know 
that we cannot accomplish our goal if we are not together. Our 
District Missionary Unit must be as one, all working for one aim 
and one purpose. This is the only way we can do the job that 
General International Supervisor Mother Willie Mae Rivers 
expects us to do” (Matthews 18:19-20). TWT 


Dr. Joyce Hilton is a member of Unity Holiness Ministries, Akron, Ohio. She is a licensec 
evangelist and Education/Training co-chair of IDMU. 
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ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2019, THE CITY COUNCIL OF PHILADELPHIA, 
WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF THE MAYOR, AND IN A UNANIMOUS 
VOTE OF AGREEMENT, PUT FORTH A RESOLUTION TO RE-NAME 

A PART OF A MAJOR THOROUGHFARE IN THE WEST OAK LANE 

AREA OF PHILADELPHIA IN HONOR OF A CHURCH OF GOD IN 

CHRIST PASTOR AND BISHOP, THE BISHOP ERNEST C. MORRIS, SR. 


A huge _ crowd of* 
well-wishers, his wife, 
Winifred, their children 
and spouses, their grand 
and great-grandchildren 
and other close family 
and friends along with 
political leaders, City 
Council members, Press, 
community leaders, well-wishers, and community came out 
to see the Bishop’s new sign installed. All of these turned out 
to say, Well done, Bishop Morris. 


play safely. Mount Airy manages the largest family shelter 
in Philadelphia serving hundreds of parents and children. 


As the sign reading 6400 OGONTZ AVENUE came down, 
the new sign reading, 6401 Ogontz Avenue ERNEST C-. 
MORRIS WAY was revealed to shouts, tears, and praise to 
God that this humble servant of the church, the community, 
and the people will be remembered and appreciated for the 
work he has done for God, his fellow men, the City of 
Philadelphia and the Church of God in Christ. This is the 


Bishop Morris founded the tiny storefront church in 1966 Lord’s doing and it is marvelous in our eyes. To GOD be 


with 16 Sunday School children, his wife and two daughters. 

With dedication, consistent hard work, outreach community 

involvement, he visited every family in the community to let 

them know that he was their Community Pastor. The small LP a 
eft: Bishop Ernest C. 

church exploded with growth, but he never lost sight of the aes } ! cteee cueNotnes 

truth that the Church is a part of its community and should a - | Winifred Moris. 

serve, contribute to and enhance the lives of those ——— 

surrounding the church, not just the members. 


The church has grown exponentially. The Ministries and 

Outreach Initiatives are an exhaustive list including, prison, 

hospital, hospice, a Senior Daily Activity Program, A mean ae 
Christian Day School, a state of the art gymnasium that cise and Rhone 
houses basketball leagues where youth have been able to Fouls Palfon ——— 
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_ conversations, and realize that this is a key deciding 


By Kimberly 


Throughout my career in 
early child development, 

I have interviewed various 
parents during enrollment 
and listened to their concerns 
about making the best 
choice for their child’s early 
learning experiences. As 
working parents, many have 
expressed concern while 
faced with one of the most 


Wy Porier M.Ed. 


valuable decisions concern- 
ing their early learner. I hear this first-hand, through 


parents say they are making 
when searching for a quality 
center is how to choose 
based on their child’s learning 
style. Another concern is 
how the child development 
center provides discipline 
and guidance. That being 
said, it’s best to start your 
search a few months before 
the time you anticipate need- 
ing childcare. The following 


are a few tips to consider when searching for quality, 


early childhood development (ECD) programs: 


re 
ed- 
ng 
y; 


CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT 

A well-developed floor plan showcasing a 
safe environment with low shelves, child-size tables 
and chairs, as well as a visual bathroom is essential. 
Parents should also look for general cleanliness and 
safety features that include covered electrical outlets, 
safe storage of possibly unsafe materials, such as 
paint and cleaning supplies, and diverse toys void of 
sharp edges. Classroom centers such as science and 
math centers, table puzzles, writing, sensory, blocks, 
cars and trucks, dramatic play area (this area can be 
switched for various theme lessons experiences, such 
as a dental office, grocery store, restaurant, flower 
shop and more!) Ideal classroom environments may 
also include a mini library and computer station. 
Classroom materials should be in locations accessible 
for classroom choice time to our early learners. During 
this period young scholars select assorted learning 
activities throughout the classroom. Materials should 
be placed on low tables that children can access on 
their own. Center areas encourage language use, 
problem solving, imaginative play, social, emotional, 
physical and intellectual stimulation. 

High quality programs offer the early learner 
ample time to play and explore. Teachers who present 
activities that encourage thinking and problem solving 
tend to offer clear understanding to parents concerning 
the progression of the child’s development. 


ATTENTION TO STUDENT 
PERFORMANCE 

Throughout the years as an ECD teacher, 
I’ve found, during parent-teacher conferences, that 
parents may get a bit nervous when it comes to their 
child’s education, especially if their child is entering 
Kindergarten. An ECD program that supports each 
individual scholar by providing diverse, therapeutic 
development programs and keep regular track of their 
progress will show parents the importance of early 
childhood development prior to Kindergarten. A 
few examples of what your child should be learning 
before attending Kindergarten include: 


1) Social skills — the ability to take turns, 
control impulses and play cooperatively. 
2) Academic skills — the ability to identify 
~ letters and numbers, know how to hold a 
book and turn the pages. 
3) Early math concepts - counting, names of 
basic shapes. 
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Check with the program of your choice as to their 
criteria for early childhood development before 
Kindergarten. It is important to look for criteria that 
measure social and emotional development, as well 
as academic readiness. Having this type of information 
is key when it comes to important developmental 
concepts such as cognitive and fine motor functions, 
self-esteem development, the ability to follow tasks 
from beginning to end, language and other types of 
necessary development. Parents should expect to be 
notified if the child’s teacher has any concerns regard- 
ing developmental delays, health, or learning disabil- 
ities. Work with your child’s teacher to address any 
identified issues. Request the related resources that 
may be available and be sure to use them. 


QUALITY OF TEACHING 

Teaching should be meaningful and goal-ori- 
ented. If a parent has questions about their child’s 
learning, the teacher should be able to articulate the 
reason for the tasks that are being given to the child, 
as well as what the academic goal is for that task. 
For example, if the child is using wood blocks in the 
Block Center, the teacher should be aware that the 
child’s spatial skills are being development, as well as 
reasoning and basic physics. Additionally, if the child 
is working in a group, cooperation is also learned. 

Children who are in the Painting Center mixing 
various water colors in ice cube trays, for example, 
are learning the basics of color theory, such as blue 
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and yellow make green. Scholars are also learning 
color activities by exploring their surroundings. This 
action can also be seen as cognitive development. 
Teachers should also be encouraging their 
early learners to be creative, not always telling the 
scholars exactly what to do. It is important for the 
child is having the chance to independently explore 
and experience what is around them. Early learners 
need a program that is sensitive to their individual 
needs, including appropriate stimulation and time to 
rest. Teachers should both talk to and listened to your 
child, providing guidance while allowing to play and 
explore. Early learners need plenty of love atten- 
tion from their teachers, and the opportunity to form 
the kind of comfortable, secure relationship that will 
ultimately nurture healthy emotional development- 


EDUCATION 


Many high-quality ECD program directors will 
require teachers to have a bachelor’s in Early Child- 
hood Development (preferred), or a similar higher 
education degree. High quality ECD programs also 
provide continuing education for their teachers. Some 
even offer teachers assistance in pursuing additional 
certifications or higher education. Check with your 
particular state to see what is required. 

Some state licenses require preschool teachers 
to obtain a “Child Development Associate Permit,” 
which calls for less than a year’s worth of formal 
training and a few months’ worth of in-classroom 
experience. 


de 
pr 


STUDENT STAFF INTERACTIONS 
Connecting with early learners is essential. One way 
for staff to connect with the children is by way of a 
warm welcome, not just in the mornings but through- 
out the day while engaging young learners in con- 
versation. Successful teachers spend time listening 

to scholars. This action provides security, allowing 
scholars to feel accepted. It also impacts their language 
development. 


Keep in mind, however, that teachers in 
high-quality ECD programs build on what your early 
learner already knows (physical, motor development, 
language and literacy, social and emotional develop- 
ment, learned approaches to learning, and cognitive 
development). Successful teachers build upon the 
child’s learning by providing appropriate materials 
and creative exploring tools for scholars to experience 
learning that may initially appear to be challenging 
but allow for the following: 


1) Opportunities to practice new skills. 
2) Offer choices so scholars become more 
independent learners. 

3) Various strategies to help manage frustrations. 

4) A well-organized, thorough ECD curriculum. 
Each scholar should be offered many ways to aca- 
demically succeed, through developmentally appro- 
priate practice. This practice is teaching based on the 


scholar’s age and stage of development. It should 
also assist with individual goals that are right for that 
particular child and may include beliefs, family, lan- 
guage, respect and culture. TWT 


Kimberly V. Porter, M. Ed. is an Early Childhood Development 
Professional, Author and Editor-in-Chief for eLATION magazine. 
Kimberly is a member of Unity Temple Church of God in Christ, 
Minneapolis Minnesota, under the leadership of Superintendent 
Pastor Ezra Fagge’Tt. 
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| By Evangelist Missionary Sandra Williams 


“The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of 


strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow.” 
— Psalm 90:10 


| \ What a joy to be a partaker of the Lord’s promise to increase our days. 

: The Whole Truth honors our seasoned saints, some of whom have lived through 17 
U S. presidents, alive when Woodrow Wilson became the 28th P.O.T.U.S! They have 
"witnessed the inauguration of the first African American president and are yet living 

— to witness the 45th president’ s term. Some were young people during the building 

a the Golden Gate Bridge in California, and even saw the rising of the Empire State 


Building. Some were young children during World War I. We salute these revered 
saints of God for their endurance, and we appreciate the experiences 


| they have been able to share with younger generations. 
y ‘ish to submit names for recognition within this cherished age group, please feel 
ntact Dr. Wilma Beauford, Committee Chairperson of the General Assembly’s 
_ Special Recognition Committeeat gmail.com 
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: Koinonia of Pennsylvania 
Bishop Ernest Morris, Sr. 
Supervisor Emily Myrick 
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Northern Mississippi 
Bishop T. T. Scott 
Supervisor Sarah Gaston 


Mother Katie S. Allen 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 


Bishop Guy L. Glimp 
Supervisor Katie Allen 


Mother Mary Curtis 


Northeast Michigan 
Bishop P. A. Brooks 
Supervisor Norma Burrell 


Elder Arthur Jones 

Greater New Hampshire 
Bishop Robert Webbs, Sr. 
Supervisor Valery White 
Mother Marguerite Bingham 
Koinonia of Pennsylvania 


Bishop Ernest Morris, Sr. 
Supervisor Emily Myrick 


nagenarial 
(90-99 years o 


Mother Delores Pride 


Northeast Michigan 
Bishop P. A. Brooks 
Supervisor Norma Burrell 


Mother Emma Johnson 


Ohio Northwest 
Bishop Clifford Kimbrough, Jr. 
Supervisor Blondean Jones 


District Missy Rosie Lee Farrar 
5th Illinois West 

Bishop James E. Washington 
Supervisor Cleolia Penix 


Bishop Jerome Norman 


Barbados West Indies 
Bishop Paul L. Fortson 


Missionary Dorothy Lee Saunders Ford 
Southern Georgia Second 

Bishop J. Wayne Leggett 

Supervisor Amy Engram 

Mother Patience Cooper 

Greater North Carolina 


Bishop LeRoy Woolard 
Supervisor Harrizene Keyes 
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Mother Alice Williams 

101 years (May 23, 1916) 
New Jersey First | | : 
Bishop Martin L. Johnson 
Supervisor Jeannette King 


Mot ner Orris Alice Hutchinson 
101 years (February 5, 1918) 


a Ohio Northwest : 
_ Bishop Clifford Kimbrough, Jr. 
Supervisor Blondean Jones | 
Jennie Parker-Allen _ 4 


100 years (June 29, 1918) 
California Valley 

Bishop Samuel Doyle - : 
Supervisor Blanche McGee 


Edna Wise 

101 years (February 4, 1918) 

South Central Georgia 

Bishop Norman Harper 

Supervisor Gloria Johnson-Rodgers 
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llinois S 
Bishop Lawrence Wooten, Sr. 
Supervisor Myrtle Humphrey 
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Mary F. Looney 


Illinois Sixth 
Bishop Clowdell Williams, Sr. 
Supervisor Angie Cullins 


TWT 


Sandra Williams is an evangelist missionary at 
New Mount Zion COGIC in St. Louis. Bishop 
RJ.Ward is her bishop in Eastern Missour' First. 


Superintendent Jessie J. Smith is her pastor 
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PURPOSED TO INSPIRE AND INFORM COGIC 
READERS AND CHRISTIANS EVERYWHERE 


Since 1895 


www.cogic.org 
| Call Toll Free 877 /46-85/5 


PHOTO: Patrick Hendry at Unsplash.com 
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By Sharon D. Nolen 
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_Many are our afflictions 

But God delivers us out of them all 
~ So often challenges seem so big 
And our faith seems so small. 


But God can use faith that’s small 

| To take care of our needs 
We only need faith the size of 

A grain of a mustard seed. 


We often hear of NOW faith 


And the substance of things hoped for 


Then just when we think we've overcome — 


Each challenge becomes more. 


More stress, more pressure 


Silently suffering within. 


More trials, more tribulations 
f Worse than it’s ever been. 


Blinded by inner pain 

Can’t see relief in sight | 

God, I’m standing on your Word 
And | won’t give up this fight. 


The day begins to dissipate 

As the evening takes its place 
I’m still trusting and believing 
Holding on through God's grace. 


Trying to make sense of it all 


| ask, “Lord is this some kind of testing?” 
While hearing an old cliché 
“The greater the test, 

the greater the blessing.” 


Then the evening is gone 
Night has made its entrance 
Time is not standing still 


It moves with great persistence. 
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As we work diligently to inspire and inform our vast group of loyal 
The Whole Truth readers, sync with us to successfully promote 
your ministry, business, event, product or service! 


EVERY pastor, jurisdictional leader, 
department head and the like is encouraged 


to advertise their events in The Whole Truth! 


You can purchase a full page ad in one quarterly 
edition of The Whole Truth for $250. 


The WHOLE TRUTH DEAL is you purchase an ad for 


three quarters, we will give you the fourth quarter for free. That’s a full year 
of advertisements for the price of three quarters. What a Great Deal! 


Contact David George Newsome at 


twtads@cogic. orgs 
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“CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC, 


oR. sUpIt C. MCALLISTER 
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ALABAMA SECOND ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION 


JURISDICTIONAL HEADQUARTERS; 


MASON MEMORIAL TEMPLE 
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
2187 Government Steet | Mobile, AL 34405 


.. Juriscictional Projate 
*. Juridictional Supervisor 


Mother Lethon onita Howard Aeron 


COGIC’ S150 Influential Women - 2015 


St. James Church of God in Christ 
1838 Main St. SW 

Warren, OH 44485 

Dr. Melvin L. Howard, Sr. - Pasfor 


Two Full Page Ads, side by side 


Nominated by: 


Dr. Charles H Kirkland, Jr, 


The U.S. Fund for UNICEF congratulates 
‘th ‘Church Of God In Christ, Incorporated 
on its 108th Holy Convocation, 

Together, we put children f 


Metropolitan Temple Church of God in Christ 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


—— FORGET—— 
FORGETTING 


Never start your order from scratch again! Setup up a Recurring Order this quarter 
and when the next quarter comes, your next order will be placed automatically. 
There's no risk; order adjustments can be made each quarter, as needed. 


_Leave the "Remembering" to us! | 


a 


AutoShip 


_ 


Recurring Orders Saves You Time & Money: 


* Eliminates mail, phone, and internet re-ordering. 
* Assures you get your order before the start of the quarter. 
° Orders will be delivered without effort, and automatically billed to your credit card. 


_ * Avoid the expense of express shipping cost. 


Call for more information, and set up your 
next Recurring Order today! 


1-877-746-8578 


Auto ship eligible products vary and are subject to change. 


